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Excerpt from Meade's Headquarters, 1863-1865: Letters of Colonel Theodore Lyman From the

Wilderness to AppomattoxTheodore Lyman - man of science - soldier - and man of the world -

touched life at many points. He could draw easily on his varied experience, from a well-trained and

well-stored mind. This, added to good looks, charm, and good humor, a ready wit and great tact,

made him a striking and telling personality, whether in the camp, a scientific meeting, or social

gathering.Among his many activities, he served, from 1883 to 1885, as a member of the House of

Representatives at Washington, being elected on an independent ticket from his Massachusetts

district. As he was the only independent member then in Congress, he held there a position of

unusual influence. At that time the Harvard Club of Washington celebrated its birth by having a

dinner. The first two speakers, a member of the cabinet and a senator, indulged in dry and

inappropriate political harangues; and the event threatened to be un diner manque. The chairman

next called on Lyman, who regretted that the previous proceedings had been tinged with a levity

unworthy of so serious an occasion, proposed to do something solemn, sang a comic song, and

saved the day.The Lyman family of New England is of old English stock. Its founder, one Richard

Lyman, came to America in 1631, on the good ship Lyon, which among its sixty odd passengers

included John Eliot, and the wife of Governor Winthrop and her children. The first Theodore Lyman,

a direct descendant of Richard in the fifth generation, was the son of the pastor of Old York in the

District of Maine.About the PublisherForgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and

classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a reproduction of an important

historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
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